PITTSFIELD MIDDLE HIGH SCHOOL

(INQUIRY-BASED) DESIGN TEMPLATE
College and Career Success Seminar
Teacher: Sheila Ward & Sarah Carri
	ACADEMIC RIGOR

	1. What is the essential question addressed? How can I be prepared for life after high school? 


	2. What 21st Century Learning Expectations will students apply and assimilate? 
(Indicate all that apply)

COMPETENCIES: Students will:

· Be productive, self directed learners

· Be engaged and responsible community members

· Demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively 

· Demonstrate the ability to acquire and synthesize information 

· Demonstrate the ability to identify and solve problems


	INDICATORS:
	HOW STUDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATE

	Usually able to independently:

(Set and meet short and long term goals

( Meet requirements for transitions

( Prioritize and manage time to meet deadlines

( Anticipate and prepare needed materials

( Adjust to changing situations

( Identify areas to improve;  learn from mistakes

( Seek, evaluate, and appropriately respond to feedback

( Make good choices and accept repercussions

( Advocate for and take ownership of my own learning

( Select and ethically use appropriate tools, including technology

( Develop evidence-based opinions and express appropriately for  

    audience

( Use my creativity to be innovative

( Seek connections between my life and my learning
( Challenge myself  
	Goals sheets including action plans, materials, and 
   completion dates 

Applications to colleges and jobs (including reach 
   options)
Acceptance letters
Proof of scholarships & employment
Using feedback for improvement

Reflection journals

Papers

Projects



	In a group setting without external support, can usually:

( Behave in person and online in a professional manner

( Identify and adopt needed roles and responsibilities  

( Compromise to establish and reach group goals

( Actively listen to a variety of perspectives, evaluate the evidence, 
   and be open to adapting my opinions

( Appropriately voice my opinions and feedback in the face of 
   challenges

( Select and use resources, including technology, in an ethical manner

( Make decisions that positively impact the larger community
	Feedback from mentors, college reps, employers
Observations from teachers

Reflection journal

Conversations with teachers and mentors



	Usually able to independently:

( Choose the most appropriate form of communication for my 
   message and audience

( Use evidence and organizational structures appropriate to task and 
   audience 

( Craft logical arguments

( Correctly use the conventions of my chosen form of communication 

( Avoid plagiarism
	Conversing through email, telephone, and in-person
Essays and papers

Applications

Resumes & cover letters

Requesting letters of recommendations

Reflection journals

Conversations with mentor, teachers, college reps, and employers

Presentations 

	Usually able to independently:

( Ask meaningful and relevant questions

( Efficiently identify sources of appropriate reading level, content, 
   and format 

( Identify and evaluate the bias and reliability of a source 

( Determine the relevancy and sufficiency of information as it relates 
   to the task

( Integrate information from multiple sources
	Reflection journal
Informational interviews

Preparing for interview questions

Informational reading 
Conversations with teachers & mentors

Essay, presentation, project

	Usually able to independently:

( Define problems (identify variables, constraints, and stakeholders)

( Identify and analyze parts of a complex system

( Identify and evaluate potential solutions 

( Define criteria for a successful solution

( Refine, develop, investigate, and test a solution( Transfer 
   information (use other situations to inform my solution, apply my 
   solution to other situations)
	Research
Conversations with teacher and mentor

Problem-solving action plans

Write proposals

	3. Which common core, state, local standards are addressed? What will be the evidence that students have met the standards? 

Career Development Curriculum Framework

Curriculum Standard 1: Students will demonstrate a firm grounding in the interactive language processes of reading, 
   writing, speaking, listening, and viewing, as well as the ability to use those skills to communicate effectively.

Curriculum Standards 2: Students will demonstrate a firm grounding in essential computational skills as well as strong 
   problem-solving and reasoning abilities.

Curriculum standard 3: Students will take an active role in their own learning.

Curriculum Standard 4: Students will develop characteristics and behaviors necessary for success in school, work, and 
   everyday settings.

Curriculum Standards 5: The students will demonstrate skills in working cooperatively and collaboratively with others.

Curriculum Standard 6: Students will acquire the knowledge, attitudes, and skills to make a successful transition from 
   school to the world of work and adult life.

Curriculum Standard 7: Students will understand the relationship between individual qualities, education and training, 
   and the world of work.

Common Core ELA Standards
CCRA.R.1     CCRA.R.6    CCRA.R.7    CCRA.R.10 
CCRA.W.2    CCRA.W.4   CCRA.W.7   CCRA.W.8   CCRA.W.9   CCRA.W.10 
CCRA.SL.1   CCRA.SL.2 .CCRA.SL.3  CCRA.SL.4   CCRA.SL.6 
CCRA.L.1     CCRA.L.2     CCRA.L.3    CCRA.L.6 


	COMPETENCIES (including standards)
	EVIDENCE/INDICATORS 
	DOK

	1. Students will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print informational texts – including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects.
2. Students will demonstrate the ability to analyze and critique texts or topics and support claims and reasoning with sufficient evidence for intended purpose and audience.
	Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
	3

	1. Students will demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts to examine and convey complex ideas for variety of purposes and audiences.
2. Students will engage in research /inquiry to investigate topics and to analyze, integrate, and present information.
	Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
	3

	3. Students will demonstrate the ability to listen and view critically for variety of purposes.
	Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
	3

	4. Students will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively - strategically making decisions about content, language use, and discourse style.
	Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression.
	3

	4. What key course concepts, themes, or inquiry methods are addresses? (Ex. Using the substitution method to solve equations, creative writing, think like a scientist…) 

· Research, practice, and gain skills necessary for successful in college.

· Research, practice, and gain skills necessary for students to gain and retain employment.

· Practice and gain 21st Century skills necessary for college and career success.

· Practice and gain professional skills (soft skills) necessary for career success.  



	AUTHENTICITY

	5. Where in the “real world” might one see the problem or question addressed by the course tackled by an adult at work or in the community? (Ex. Local fish and game scientist also study species in our local creek.)

· During job shadows

· Observing college courses

· Observing mentors interactions with employees

· Observing college professors interactions with students

· Observing employees in the field

· Observing students within a college environment

· Conversations with college and career mentors.
· Interviews with professionals in admissions and the work force



	6. How do you know that the problem or question is meaningful to students? (Ex. Students are genuinely interested in the advertising techniques they see in popular media. Specific topic choice was also offered.)

Through the process of answering their essential question, students will be prepared when they enter college and/or the work force/

	7. What type of audience might be appropriate for the students’ work? (Ex. Industry experts, community decision-makers, parents, other staff members, local service clubs, other students…)

College admissions officers, business leaders/business owners, school community, Pittsfield community 


	ACTIVE EXPLORATION

	8. What field-based activities does this project require students to conduct? (Ex. Interview experts, participate in a work-site visit, collect survey data, collect scientific data…)

Informational interviews, job interviews, seminars, career fairs, job fairs, campus visits, job shadows



	9. Which of the following methods and sources of information are students expected to use? (Check all that apply)

X    Interviewing

X    Observing, documenting, and/or surveying

X    Video or audio-taping

      X    Gathering and reviewing published information

X    Searching on-line and electronic databases

·  Creating a symbolic representation (g/g/, model building, map making)

 X    Discussion

       X    Experimentation

	APPLIED LEARNING

	10.  How will students apply the knowledge they are learning to a complex or semi-structured problem? What will they actually do? (Ex. Students design a product, organizing an event, produce a CD)

Projects, presentations, round table discussions, engage in interview process, Create a college and/or career preparation portfolio. 


	ADULT CONNECTIONS

	11.  Do students have access to at least one other adult with expertise relevant to their work who can address questions, provide feedback, etc.?

          ___X__ Yes          _____ No          _____ Not Sure  



	12.  Does this offer students the opportunity to develop a broader understanding of the relevant field of work through observing adults during at least on in-depth work site visit?

               __X___ Yes          _____ No          _____ Not Sure  



	13.  Does at least one adult from outside the classroom help students develop a sense of the real world standards for the type of work?

               ___X__ Yes          _____ No          _____ Not Sure 



	14. What roles will adults outside of the classroom play, and how will students connect with these individuals? (Ex. Structural engineers will provide feedback to student teams on bridge design, Teacher contacts will be used.)

     Mentors who will provide conversation and observation opportunities. They will provide feedback on   

     projects as well as experiential learning activities.


	ASSESSMENT PRACTICES

	15.  What are the criteria for measuring student growth in each of the following?

X     21st Century Skills

X     Competencies

X     Product Creation

	16.  Are students asked to review and/or help establish criteria?

               __X___ Yes          _____ No          _____ Not Sure 
Students will engage in dialogue and planning at the beginning of the course as well as asked for feedback and refection to evaluate course and its contents.

	17.  Which of the following methods of structured self-assessment of progress are students expected to use? (Check all that apply)

X    Journals and work logs

X    Conferences with teachers or adult mentors

X    Conferences with peers

X    Using a rubric or other assessment measure

· Reviewing their progress against a work plan they developed for the project

X    Identifying areas where improvement has occurred and where it is needed
X    College and/or Career Portfolio 

	18.  What types of ongoing feedback will students receive on their work-in-progress from teachers, mentors, and peers?

Regular communication with mentors and teachers using email, phone, face-to-face, or Internet-based (Skype), feedback from teachers and mentors on reflection journals, progress of projects/portfolios/learning activities, etc.  


	19.  What benchmark deliverables are students expected to complete prior to the final product or outcome? (Ex. Formative assessments such as proposal, work plan, reflection papers, mini-presentations, models)

Log of completed learning activities (including experiential), reflections, completed learning activities, feedback from mentors


	20.  Do students prepare a culminating exhibition, performance, or demonstration at the completion that shows their ability to apply the knowledge and skills they have gained?

               __X___ Yes          _____ No          _____ Not Sure



	21.  What opportunities are students given to conduct individual, small group and whole class reflections on their learning and to offer suggestions on future work? (Ex: Small group reflection and whole-class debrief held the day after final exhibition.)

Small group work, peer feedback on projects/presentations, experiential learning reflections, whole class reflections



